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SCREEN MAKING IMPROVEMENTS   BY: MIKE WAKEEN

The screen making department has gone through many changes 
in 2021. It has been challenging to meet the needs of our internal 

with some as large as 60” x 79”, and direct contact with chemicals. 
Automation helps reduce the number of touches per screen and 

Early in 2021, we purchased a Dane 250 to wash the ink and emulsion 

the screen, stage it in a 10-screen feed magazine, and the Dane 

frames can then be inspected, hazed, and degreased for coating. This 
is a much safer and cleaner process for our employees.

(Continued on page 4)
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SAVING GREEN WHILE BEING GREEN   BY: JENNIFER SCHLOESSER

help, just with a little attention into what is costing you money.

According to the US Energy Information Administration, a typical family spends more 

of your energy bill. Depending on the size of your home, 15% - 20% of your heat could 
escape through the windows.

on your bills.

4. Adjust your fridge and freezer temperature. The ideal temperature for the fridge is 
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GREEN MASTERS PROGRAM
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computer’s energy.

The next four items relate to water reduction. According to the department of 
energy, hot water usage is the second-largest expense powering most homes. 

per year.

9. Don’t wash clothes in hot water. Using warm or cold water will cut your pre-load 
energy use by at least half.

10. Adjust the water heater temperature. Default heaters are typically set at 140 

Energy Star products and do research for the best products that meet your needs.

cinnamon or peppermint, exercise—a 10-minute walk might be just what you need. 

friends.
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WTC TRAINING FOR MANAGERS   BY: MIKE WAKEEN

SCREEN MAKING IMPROVEMENTS (CONTINUED)

other Friday. Instructors came prepared and ready to teach, and we all came excited 

we’re all a part of the solution.

also learned some things about each other.

To support the use of the chemicals within the Dane, we purchased a new still to 
recycle ink wash. This practice is in line with our sustainability policy, to incorporate 

physically loading and unloading the exposure unit, doing the same with the 

handling and lifting.

In preparation for this equipment, we added a 10-screen feed magazine, automatic 

exposure magazine, and the rest is automated. Screens go directly to the inspection 
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CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST
Each year, Empire prints two calendars that are sent out to our customers and 
reps. One of the calendars is the full year on a single 11” x 17” page. The other 

employees throughout the company. All employees are welcome to participate in 
the calendar photo contest by submitting up to 5 photos by the deadline. Then, fellow 
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HALLOWEEN   BY: ELLEN MONHAUT

able to guess how many pieces were in the jars. The people who got closest to the 
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There was also a murder mystery, where clues were released the week prior to 
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Nathan Explosion (Metalocalypse)
Alyson Olson • Auto Emp

Graveyard Shift
Ana Mueller & Brittany Clements

 SVS & LVS

Amie & Spooky-San
Amie Miller & Megan Dickerson-Caacbay

SVS & LVS

Hockey Player
Jennifer Schloesser • Art

Cat
Amber Williams • Ink

Dean Winchester (Supernatural)
Daniel Puent • Screenmaking

Kratos
Raven Erickson • LVS

Scarecrow
Jennifer Jahnke • Auto Emp

Sheep
Amy Bettis • SVS

Inmate
Ellen Monhaut •Art

Unicorn
Sierra Craig • Auto Emp

Phantom Wolf
Jordan Witt • SVS
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Thank you to everyone who participated
in the 2021 costume contest! 

Highlighter
Amy Otteson • LVS

Jack-In-A-Box
Jack Przywojski • Art

Kid
Kimberly Kazianka • Engineering

Carole Baskin
Annie Anderson • Art

Copy Cat
Jamie Sanders • HR

Cat
Mary Parris • LVS

Potty Pants
Britney Henkel • SVS

Levi
Megan Hickerson • SVS
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HELPING HANDS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

CMN HOLIDAY CARDS    BY: ELLEN MONHAUT

artwork created by the heroes and transforming them into holiday cards. Each year, 

these heroes for a second year in a row, and in 2021, the heroes and their families 



EMPIRE HOLIDAY PARTY
On December 16-17, Empire hosted a holiday party for all employees on all shifts. 
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RETIREMENT

NEW EMPLOYEES



AUGUST

Jacob Hulburt.................................1 year

Hannah Eddy.................................1 year

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Eileen Ustby...............................27 years

Troy Hanson.................................6 years
Amelia Otteson............................4 years

Tyler Allen.......................................1 year
Jamie Sanders................................1 year

NOVEMBER

Theresa Antony.........................17 years
Jon Schubert..............................15 years

Francis Schmitz...........................4 years

DECEMBER

Shane Tuma...................................1 year

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
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Deadline for the next

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES


